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From the Minister’s Desk
“Jesus said, ‘I am the way, the truth and the life. No-one
comes to the Father except through me.’”
John 14: 6
Dear Friends,
In the midst of the debates about how Donald Trump was elected
US President and why the UK voted for Brexit, I have been filled with
a kind of unease about one of the background factors in it all.
Let me be clear that I am not criticising one side or another as I
make this reflection; there are solid arguments that can be made on
different sides. However, I am concerned about the way that facts are
challenged by people championing a cause, and the way that this is
soaked up by many in the crowds.
Yes, economics is not an exact science, and politics makes strange
claims, but too often truth has been the casualty of the debates of this
past year, and people with expertise and knowledge in specialist areas
have been sidelined by ‘what we think’.
(continued)

For a UK example, the bus advertisement claiming that the UK sends the
EU ‚350 million per week was allowed to make that claim for months, despite
it being demonstrably simply wrong. Half of that amount was in the rebate
that never went to the EU in the first place.
There were certainly good arguments for leaving the EU, and many would
have been persuaded of their value without the bus advert. But its use in the
campaign was a dangerous sign of departing from the truth.
I didn’t get my heart operation done by someone who won a popularity
contest – I barely met the surgeon – but I trusted an expert who knew what he
was doing and had the qualifications to do it. The same is required for those
building the new Queensferry Crossing.
Truth matters. Expertise counts. And this is true for faith itself. I have
seen extraordinary claims made about Christian faith in recent years by people
with great skill in television or book writing, but little or no understanding of
ancient history or the language and literature of Biblical times.
It is vital that we all stand up for what is right and true, even when it is
uncomfortable for us to say it. And the Gospel itself is a message we can
trust, with values that are good for us all. God’s Word challenges the way we
live and love and serve in this world, and we must never lose sight of this in
the chaos of political campaigns – or the daily lives we lead.
Yours in the Grace and Peace of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ.
Mike Goss
CARNOUSTIE CHRISTIAN AID GROUP
This year the churches in Carnoustie have worked together to
sent ‚4215 to Christian Aid.
This was from: Door to door collection May = ‚3065
Two Coffee Mornings
= ‚1053
Quiz sheets
= ‚87
Interest on bank account
= ‚10
An additional ‚75 from the Holyrood Church and ‚304 from the
Panbride Church harvest lunch was raised in September.
Thanks to all those who have helped in any way and contributed
to Christian Aid’s work throughout the world. A small amount can
Frances Bicket.
go a long was in many countries.

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
Were you frightened to come to Church last Sunday? Did you
wonder if you would return home safely or perhaps you would be
attacked or a bomb might be thrown into the Church or acid would
be thrown into your face when you left Church?
These are real concerns for some of our Christian brothers and
sisters in other countries. A few weeks ago some of us heard firsthand accounts from three men who were in the thick of such attacks.
One pastor from Uganda was attacked with acid and endured many
months of surgery to repair his face and body. Another pastor who is
also an eminent surgeon spoke of performing operations while under
attack from bombs in Aleppo. A third spoke of losing family
members during attacks while celebrating Easter in a public park in
Pakistan this year. We saw harrowing pictures and heard of
atrocities against Christians, beheadings, hangings crucifixions of
men, women and even children – all done in the name of Allah. Of
course, it is not only in Muslim countries where persecution takes
place. Christians in Hindu and Buddhist countries also suffer
discrimination, violence and often death. Even in England a former
Muslim who is now a Christian has had to have his family rehoused
and is under police protection today – all because they have become
followers of Jesus.
Although violence is just one of the forms of persecution that
Christians face, they have property looted, churches, homes,
businesses etc. torched. They are forced from their homes, suffer
physical assault, may be arrested, imprisoned, tortured and even
executed. Judges and lawyers receive death threats – and some have
been killed – for representing Christians in Court. Even when a
natural disaster affects people of every faith, Christians are likely to
suffer more as they will not receive help from non-Christian aid
agencies or government authorities.
There are Ministries supporting the persecuted Christians around
the world – for example Barnabas Fund, Open Doors and Release.
They ask for our prayers and support and information about these
ministries can be found on the table at the back of our Church here.
Effie Bruce

We are planning for 2017 already with a ‘Steeple drive and
stovie supper’ in February. Tickets will be on sale early January at
‚2 for adults and ‚1 for children. Why not come along and join
us?
The Putting Competition will be in May/June. More about
this nearer the time.
Have you had any thoughts on which of these two events you
might like to attend? Either the Proms or a Shakespeare Night at
Glamis Castle in August? We would plan to organise car
transport for the Glamis event and think the total cost would be
approximately ‚20 and its bring your own supper.
When going over old photos I have discovered that it will be
the FUN Group’s 30th anniversary in late 2017. Why not join us
in December 2017 for an Anniversary/ Christmas Party for all
ages. More details later.
Sun Dec 4
Sun Dec 11
Sun Dec 18
Sat Dec 24
Sun Dec 25
Sun Jan 1
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YOUR MINISTRY OF FLOWERS
Sun Dec 4
Sun Dec 11
Sun Dec 18
Sun Dec 25
Sun Jan 1
Sun Jan 8
Sun Jan 15
Sun Jan 22
Sun Jan 29
Sun Feb 5
Sun Feb 12
Sun Feb 19
Sun Feb 26

Mrs E. Black and Mrs A. Rendall.
Mrs N. Phillip and Mrs G. Pyne.
Mrs A. Gall and Mrs S. Lindsay.
Mrs A. Gruber and Mrs A. M. McFarlane.
Service in Barry Church.
Mrs E. Banks and Mrs E. Fallows.
Mr & Mrs A. McGill and Miss K. Mann.
Mrs S. M. Penman and Mrs B. Picken.
Mrs A. D. MacLaren and Mrs A. D. Thornton.
Miss M. Matthew and Mrs S. M. Penman.
Mrs M. Barrington and Mrs A. Green.
Mrs A. Doherty and Mrs R. Ower.
Mrs E. Andrew and Mrs G. Roger.

Have you noticed it?
It is a rather handsome little box which sits on the table at the
back of the church. It is made of wood and it has a lid with a slot in
it. Any contributions you pop into that slot will go straight to the
Flower Fund and help to decorate the church. They will be very
much appreciated by a great many.

THANK YOU
Many of you will have bought at least one of the beautiful cards
that Gwen Pyne made over the last year and more and she has been
sending the money raised to Christians Against Poverty. Gwen wants
to share this letter she received recently with you as a thanks for
supporting her and buying her cards.
‘Thank you from all at CAP for your donation of ‚200.00 towards
our work helping people out of crippling debt and poverty. As we
receive no government funding, we rely on people like you to reach
more people like this lady, who said:
’Before CAP, I was so depressed I nearly took my own life - only
the thought of my kids stopped me. I had nowhere to turn. Then CAP
became my voice and I didn’t worry. Now I have no depression or
suicidal thoughts.’
I pray that you will really know the difference your donation
makes!
Every blessing,
Adam Walsh, Supporter Relations Officer

I & M MacDOUGALL
FRIDAY COFFEE BREAK
Margaret Murphy and her helpers welcomed everyone to the
November Coffee Breaks. Over a lovely hot cuppa and
mouthwatering home bakes everyone enjoyed a good old blether.
By the time you receive the December Contact our Christmas
Coffee Break on 2nd December will be past and we hope you were
able to sample the coffee and goodies on sale.Our charity this year is
The Scripture Union in Angus and we thank you for your support so
far.
There will be no Coffee Break on Friday 16th December and we
look forward to seeing you all on January 6th in the Philip Hall from
10 - 11.30am.
Evelyn.

NEWSAGENTS
&
STATIONERS

Greeting Cards a Speciality
100 High Street,
Carnoustie
Tel 853170

FOBEL
D.I.Y. SHOP
1 - 3 Park Avenue, Carnoustie

Phone 01241 853659
HARDWARE, D.I.Y.
and much, much more PAINTS, VARNISHES,
DECORATING, TOOLS, LIGHTS,
KITCHENWARE,
HABERDASHERY,
CRAFTS
ELECTRICS & PLUMBING

fobel.carnoustie@hotmail.co.uk
TRY FOBEL FIRST!

Sun Dec 4
Mon Dec 5
Thur Dec 8
Sat Dec 10
Sun Dec 11
Mon Dec 12
Sat Dec 17
Sun Dec 18

Mon Dec 19
Sat Dec 24
Sun Dec 25
Sun Jan 1
Fri Jan 6
Sun Jan 8
Mon Jan 9
Wed Jan 11
Sun Jan 15
Mon Jan 16
Wed Jan 18
Thur Jan 19
Fri Jan 20
Sun Jan 22

FORTHCOMING DATES
11.00am: Morning service in Carnoustie Church.
Funday Club leave during the service.
12.15 – 1.00 pm: Prayer Group meet in Duthie Room.
10.00am – 12.30pm: Study and Fellowship Group meets in
Duthie Room.
7pm: TEAR Fund Concert in Downfield Mains Church.
11.00am: Morning service in Carnoustie Church.
Funday Club leave during the service.
12.15 – 1.00 pm: Prayer Group meet in Duthie Room.
2.30-4.30pm: Funday Club Party in Philip Hall.
11.00am: Family service of Lesson and Carols in Carnoustie
Church. Funday Club have a short Nativity in Philip Hall
after the service.
12.15 – 1.00 pm: Prayer Group meet in Duthie Room.
11.30pm: Watchnight Service (Carnoustie Church)
– offering for Scottish Bible Society.
10.30 am: Joint Family Celebration in Carnoustie Church.
10.30 am: Joint Family Celebration in Barry Church.
Friday Coffee Break 10 – 11.30 am Philip Hall.
11.00am: Morning service in Carnoustie Church.
Funday Club leave during the service.
12.15 – 1.00 pm: Prayer Group meet in Duthie Room.
7.30pm: Guild Meeting in Philip Hall.
11.00am: Morning service in Carnoustie Church.
Funday Club leave during the service.
12.15 – 1.00 pm: Prayer Group meet in Duthie Room.
2pm: Guild Afternoon Fellowship meeting in Philip Hall.
10.00am – 12.30pm: Study and Fellowship Group meets in
Duthie Room.
Friday Coffee Break 10 – 11.30 am Philip Hall.
11.00am: Communion service in Carnoustie Church.
Funday Club leave during the service.
6.30pm: Communion Service in St Stephen’s Chapel.
Material required for March edition of CONTACT.
(cont)

Mon Jan 23
Wed Jan 25
Fri Jan 27
Sun Jan 29
Mon Jan 30
Thur Feb 2
Fri Feb 3
Sun Feb 5
Mon Feb 6

Wed Feb 8

12.15 – 1.00 pm: Prayer Group meet in Duthie Room.
7.30pm: Guild Meeting in Philip Hall.
7pm: Guild Silent Auction in Philip Hall.
11.00am: Morning service in Carnoustie Church.
Funday Club leave during the service.
12.15 – 1.00 pm: Prayer Group meet in Duthie
10.00am – 12.30pm: Study and Fellowship Group meets
in Duthie Room
Friday Coffee Break 10 – 11.30 am Philip Hall.
11.00am: Morning service in Carnoustie Church.
Funday Club leave during the service.
12.15 – 1.00 pm: Prayer Group meet in Duthie Room.
7.30pm; Mission & Discipleship Group meet in Duthie
Room .
7.45pm: Youth & Children Team meet in Duthie Room.

THE CHURCH PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT FOCUS GROUP
The Property Focus Group has had further discussions with our
architect on the feasibility of the proposed scheme to redevelop the
sanctuary with flexible seating, install an effective efficient heating
system and create new meeting room, kitchen and toilet facilities in
the area under the gallery. The initial financial figures that were
provided exceeded the budget that had been suggested to us by
representatives of the General Trustees of the Church of Scotland and
we are at present working on details of plans and specifications to
contain costs without adversely affecting our ultimate aims.
At its meeting in October the Kirk Session gave approval to our
Focus Group to progress to the next stage of negotiations and instructed
our Financial Property Management Team to proceed to plan a strategy
to raise funds.
We shall keep the Congregation informed as the scheme progresses
further.
Peter Thornton.
Carnoustie Church is a registered charity.
Registered as Carnoustie Church of Scotland.
Charity Number SCO15146.

FOODBANK AND COLD WEATHER
As ever, many thanks for your continuing support for Angus
Foodbank. It does make a great difference in peoples’ lives.
May we suggest that in this bitterly cold weather instant porridge,
broth mix, cuppa soups, chicken cubes and tinned sponge puddings
would be a welcome addition to the usual fare.
With Christmas just around the corner, small selection boxes, packets
of sweets, chocolate Santas, crisps, nuts and nibbles would add a touch
of festive cheer.
Graham and Kay Landsburgh.
PRAYER FOCUS
We offer these thoughts to add to your own prayers:
1. Christmas Services and Events – Pray for those who will join us
for these special occasions that they will find welcome and blessing
among us.
2. Climate Change – Give thanks that the Paris agreement has come
into force, and pray that nations and individuals would work hard to
prevent the worst effects of future climate change.
3. Candidates for Ministry – Pray for Tim Mineard, from
Carnoustie, training to be a Parish Minister, and for God to call more
to this vital task in the Church today.

CHURCH FLOWERS

A WORD OF THANKS

As Christmas approaches once more, this seems an appropriate
time to thank all of you who have provided the flowers that have
helped decorate the church during the year that has nearly passed.
Anyone wishing to mark a special date by placing flowers in the
church has only to ring me (phone 852204) and I will be happy to
make the necessary arrangements.
Meanwhile, on behalf of the Flower Committee, may I wish
everyone a Merry Christmas and I hope that 2017 will be a good year
for you all.
Sandra Penman.

GUILD
November saw our members being educated by Christian Aid
describing their work in Bolivia, entertained by the group called
‘Fiddlers Freends’, a film show called ‘Some Moving Moments’ from
Toucan Films and homemade enjoyment during our Fellowship
afternoon. Our Christmas lunch on 7th December will be the last
meeting of 2016.
Dates to note in January are:
 11th January at 7.30pm, Mandy Ferguson and a physio friend
will be helping us to keep fit and mobile.
 18th January, Afternoon Fellowship meeting at 2.00pm in the
Philip Hall
 25th January at 7.30pm, Alison Hendry will tell us about the
Glen Isla project.
 27th January at 7.00pm, Silent Auction in the Philip Hall (see
below for details)
Over the last few years we have been holding one fund raising
event that specifically supports our projects and the one this time is
arranged for Friday 27th January in the Philip Hall when we are
holding a Silent Auction. The doors will open at 7.00pm, the
auction will run from 7.15pm until 8.15pm and the results
announced by 8.30pm. During January we will be looking for
donations for the auction and they can be given to any guild member
until Wed 25th January. Tickets will be priced ‚2 to include
refreshments and will be on sale in January. The funds raised during
this event will go towards our 2 projects, one in Bolivia and one in
Scotland and I hope you will support this if you possibly can
especially by attending, bidding and/or buying something in the
auction. The more people the more fun and of course more money
for the projects.
Irene.
LARGE PRINT CONTACTS
Over the years we have had a fair number of enquiries from
readers about the possibility of supplying a large print version of
CONTACT. We are now able to do this and if you feel one would
be a help to you please let Allan Gall know.

FAIRTRADE
I was able to attend an Angus Zone Fairtrade meeting in Forfar
recently where representatives from all over Angus can get
together and say what each group has been doing. The group
spoke of their sadness at the loss of Mrs Helen Oswald, and
everyone at the meeting acknowledged her strong support. Her
enthusiasm and energy helped Carnoustie become a Fairtrade
town, Angus a Fairtrade zone and ultimately Scotland a Fairtrade
country.
However we also heard that Angus Presbytery was awarded
Fairtrade status in May so a good boost for everyone in the area.
The Carnoustie group continues to work behind the scenes and
although we could do with some new members in the group, there
are plans to publicise Fairtrade Fortnight at the end of February
2017. If you have any ideas to raise awareness or can help in any
way, even for just one event, please contact Rhona or myself who
will be glad to hear from you.
Irene
CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER
Following advice from the Church of Scotland Law Dept,
we are no longer printing addresses in the Newsletter.

DOOR DUTY TEAMS – DECEMBER & JANUARY
Sun Dec 4 Gordon Hampton, Margaret Ramsay, Effie Bruce, Mandy
Ferguson and Sandra McKay.
Sun Dec 11 Ian Johnston, Jennifer Craib, Jim Paterson, Kay
Landsburgh, Graham Landsburgh and Prue Milne.
Sun Dec 18 Kirsty Mann, Neil Russell, Allan Maclaren, Jenny
Maclaren, Jane Ower, Evelyn Baker and Irene Hoar.
Sun Dec 25 Sandy Thornton, David Blair, Audrey Duncan, Audrey
Doherty, George Roger, Christine Roger, Mairi Allan and
Sandra Armit.
Sun Jan 1 Allan Gall, Mike Richardson, Ann Green, Sandra Dow,
Jacqui Armstrong, Norma Murdoch and Jean Brown.
Sun Jan 8 Alex McGill, Ann Banks, Allison Edwards, Alan
Ferguson, Alan Lindsay and Val Russell.
Sun Jan 15 Gordon Hampton, Margaret Ramsay, Effie Bruce, Mandy
Ferguson, and Sandra McKay.
Sun Jan 22 Ian Johnston, Jennifer Craib, Jim Patterson, Kay
Landsburgh, Graham Landsburgh and Prue Milne.
Sun Jan 29 Kirsty Mann, Neil Russell, Allan McLaren, Jenny
McLaren, Jane Ower, Evelyn Baker and Irene Hoar.
Sun Feb 5 Sandy Thornton, David Blair, Audrey Duncan, Audrey
Doherty, George Roger, Christine Roger, Mairi Allan and
Sandra Armit.

Funerals:

“Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me shall not perish, but have
everlasting life.’”
Nov 3
David S C Arthur
* denotes a Carnoustie Church member.

OLIVE’S FLOWER SHOP
FLOWERS FOR ALL
OCCASIONS

THE NEXT CONTACT

84 High Street, Carnoustie.

The next edition of CONTACT will appear on Sunday
February 5. All items for inclusion should be submitteed by
Sunday January 22.

Telephone 852414

FUNDAY CLUB DIARY
Sunday November 27 - No Funday Club.
Sunday December 11 - Family Service in Church.
Saturday December 17 - Funday Club Party will be held in the
Philip Hall from 2.30 to 4.30pm.
Sunday December 18 - Service of Lessons and Carols. (The Funday
Club hope to have a short Nativity in the
Philip Hall at the end of the service).
Sunday December 25 - No Funday Club.
Sunday January 1 - No Funday Club.
Sunday January 8 - Funday Club resumes.
Sunday February 12 - No Funday Club.
We hope to hold a Coffee Morning in March in aid of CHAS.
NEWS FROM CROSSREACH
On behalf of CROSSREACH I say thank you to all who bought
calendars and cards this year. Together with Barry Church we’d orders for
53 calendars. I’m sure they will bring pleasure to those who receive them
throughout 2017.
I’ve also had a surprising letter from CROSSREACH to let us know
about the appointment of a new Community and Events Officer. She is
Rebecca Tennant, will be based in Edinburgh, where she is prepared to
partner churches and groups on behalf of CROSSREACH and offer support
on request.
So if anyone has any ideas they want help with, let me know and I’ll put
you in touch with Rebecca or she can be reached at
RebeccaTennant@crossreach.org.
Now I have sent off our order for the Church of Scotland magazine “Life
and Work” but if anyone new wishes this magazine another 1 can be added
to the order at any time during 2017. Just phone Sandra Dow on 852823.
Happy Christmas to you all.
Sandra Dow.

GUILD SILENT AUCTION
The Guild are holding a Silent Auction in the Philip Hall on Friday
January 27. Tickets are ‚2 which includes tea and biscuits. All most welcome!
Doors open at 7pm and items can be viewed between 7.15 and 8.15pm
with the results by 8.30pm.
Proceeds from this event will go to the Guild projects. If you’ve never been
to a Silent Auction speak to any Guild member who will be happy to help.
Prudence.

CHRISTIAN AID

DID YOU KNOW?

Their positions in society could not have been in greater contrast. He was
the lofty commander of the King’s army in Aram, in what is now Syria, and
she was a lowly foreigner, a slave and a girl.
But his position and status could not prevent him from the disease of
leprosy. That he found hope in a message from a little foreign slave girl is just
the beginning of his humble journey to healing.
She had been taken captive during one of Naaman’s army’s raids and
brought to Aram. As a slave girl, snatched from her home, she might have
wished him the full consequences of his leprosy. That she was willing to
provide information to relieve the suffering of her captor was a mark of her
generous and forgiving character.
On October 11 the International Day of the Girl Child was a day set aside to
recognise girls’ rights and the unique challenges girls face around the world.
Negele Dhiba lives in Ethiopia. As a girl, she is expected to fetch water,
collect firewood, keep the house clean and help her mother prepare the food
that her father and brothers will eat.
She knows her own mind. She confidently talks about the ways in which
girls are married young in exchange for cattle, as well as the inequalities that
exist between women and men.
And despite all of her many responsibilities at home, Negele works hard at
school, studies long into the night and has dreams for her future.
Now that she has entered the second decade of her life she faces particular
challenges - obtaining quality secondary and higher education, avoiding child
marriage, receiving information and services related to puberty and
reproductive health, and protecting herself against unwanted pregnancy,
sexually transmitted disease and gender-based violence.
But it is possible to overcome these challenges, with courage and support.
We don’t read anything more of that little nameless girl who changed
Naaman’s life.
We never find out if she gets reunited with her family, or if she is thanked
for her message of hope. We never find out whether she stays a slave for the
rest of her days, or if she gets freed in her adult years. We never find out
whether she returns to the place of her capture or if she finds a safe place to
call home in Aram/Syria.
What we do know is that as a foreigner in a strange land she changes the story
for Naaman. May she be an inspiration and challenge to us all to be open in
finding hope in unexpected places and to welcome the stranger, whoever they
are.
Frances Bicket.

CARNOUSTIE CHURCH
MINISTER:
Rev Michael S Goss,
44 Terrace Road,
Carnoustie, DD7 7AR.
Tel: 01241 410194
Mobile: 07787 141567
e-mail: michaelgoss@blueyonder.co.uk
LOCAL ORDAINED MINISTER
Rev Dougal Edwards Tel 852666

SERVICES FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
Sunday December 11
9.30 am: Toy Gift Service in Barry Church
- gifts for Angus Women’s Aid
11 am:
Morning Service in Carnoustie Church
Sunday December 18
9.30 am:
11 am:
7 pm:

OTHER USEFUL ’PHONE NUMBERS
SESSION CLERK
Mrs Irene Hoar
859405
DEPUTE SESSION CLERK
Vacant
ACTING TREASURER
Mrs Sandra Dow
852823
ROLL KEEPER
Miss Kirsten Mann
853874
PROPERTY CONVENER
Mr Alan Ferguson
856088
FUNDAY CLUB LEADER
Miss Jean Reid
853218
YOUTH GROUP CO-ORDINATOR
Mrs Mandy Ferguson
856088
HALL KEEPER
Mr Colin Roberts
853435
CONGREGATIONAL VISITATION CO-ORDINATOR
Mrs Effie Bruce
411078
FLOWERS CONVENER
Mrs Sandra Penman
852204
GUILD SECRETARY
Mrs Irene Hoar
859405
CONTACT EDITOR
Mr Allan Gall
411129

6.30 pm:

Family Service of Lessons and Carols - Barry Church
Family Service of Lessons and Carols - Carnoustie Church
– offering for Carnoustie Community Helpline
Christmas Musicale: Gleadhraich, Brass Bands, Maggie
Findlay & Carnoustie Choir - Carnoustie Church
Saturday December 24 (Christmas Eve)
Christingle Service (Barry Church)

11.30 pm: Watchnight Service (Carnoustie Church)
– offering for Scottish Bible Society
Sunday December 25 (Christmas Day)
10.30 am: Joint Family Celebration in Carnoustie Church
Sunday January 1, 2017 (New Year’s Day)
10.30 am: Joint Family Celebration in Barry Parish Church
9.30 am:
11 am:

Sunday January 8, 2017
Morning Service in Barry Church
Morning Service in Carnoustie Church

We wish all readers and contributors
HAPPINESS AND PEACE
AT CHRISTMAS
AND
THROUGHOUT 2017

