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From the Minister’s Desk 
 

“..if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if 
any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being 
like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one 
mind.” 

Philippians 2: 1-2 

 

Dear Friends, 

I have enjoyed sharing with our congregations the Lent themes from 
Tearfund, in daily reflections posted on our Facebook pages, and in the 
weekly themes during our Sunday church and online services.  Unity in 
Christ, with His creation, as part of one body, through one redemption – 
it’s a glorious theme that will reach its conclusion on Easter Day. 
 
It's also been a great blessing sharing our services with our Worship 
Leaders, Brian, Jan, Kirsty and Irene, as they have brought their own 
insights to this and other themes in prayer, preaching and sharing in the 
leading of our services.  Many thanks to them for their willingness to be 
used by God in this way. 
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Two years have passed since we first heard the announcement that 
Church doors were to be closed and services moved online in that first 
lockdown.  In the midst of this challenge, we have started learning how 
to be more active in our worship and witness using today’s technologies. 
Live services from the Manse and from the Church; recordings drawn 
together from organists and choir members; having a broader online 
presence in general. 
 
It has been a steep learning curve, and I continue to be so grateful to 
everyone who has been willing to take part in new ways, including being 
‘on camera’ for our services. 
 
Last year we received news of successful grant applications for new IT 
equipment for Carnoustie Church from the government and from the 
Presbytery. We have approached two companies to quote for the 
installation of new cameras, screens and sound equipment, and once the 
quotes have been received the Kirk Session will be able to evaluate them 
and make a considered decision on the way ahead. 
 
There is, of course, a great deal more to our plans for the Church building, 
but this work is expected to be adaptable to these plans, with at most some 
minor cabling issues to be resolved when the heating system is renewed.  
It’s encouraging to see things moving forward. 
 
Meanwhile we are also looking forward to the arrival of another student 
for the Ministry during the summer for a short period – more details in a 
future issue of Contact.  For now, in these uncertain times, let us seek 
always the unity of the spirit and the bond of peace in Christ Jesus. 
Yours in the Grace and Peace of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Mike Goss 
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Prayer Focus 
We offer these thoughts to add to your own prayers:  
 
1. Mission Planning – Pray for Elders and Ministers throughout South 
Angus exploring future new patterns of church life and ministry in the 
challenge of our times.  
 
2. Holy Week & Easter – Give thanks for the eagerness of churches in 
Carnoustie to seek means of worshipping and witnessing together once 
more, and pray for our services and other events in Holy Week and Easter. 
 
3. Ukraine – Continue to pray for peace in Ukraine; for shelter for the 
many refugees, and with thanks for all who are providing help and 
homes for everyone in need. 
 
Congregational Register 
Funerals 

“Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me 
shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
 

(*indicates church member) 

Feb 21 Brian Scott 
 23 George Nelson* 
Mar 23 Yvonne Eaton* 
 

Coming Up 

Prayer Meetings Mondays 10 - 11 am in Manse or via Zoom link 
 
Sat 2nd – Fri 8th April  Minister’s Holiday 
Sun 10th – Sun 17th April  Holy Week – see details elsewhere 
Wed 13th April  12.30 pm Carnoustie Guild Easter Lunch 
Wed 20th Apr 2 pm  Midweek service in Philip Hall 
Wed 20th April  7.30 pm  Church Life & Worship Team 
Sat 23rd April 12 – 4 pm High School fundraiser – Philip Hall 
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Sun 24th Apr 9.30 am The Lord’s Supper – Barry Parish Church 
Sun 24th Apr 11 am The Lord’s Supper – Carnoustie Church 
Mon 25th Apr 7.30 pm  Carnoustie Kirk Session 
Tues 26th April 7 pm  Carnoustie Choir Concert in Carnoustie 
Wed 27th April  10 am  Worship Leaders in Manse 
Sun 1st May 12 noon Carnoustie Annual Meeting after service 
Mon 2nd May 7.30 pm  Mission & Outreach Team 
Thurs 5th May All day  Council Elections (Philip Hall polling stn) 
Sun 8th May 9.30 am Barry Annual Meeting during service 
Mon 9th May 7 pm  Barry Kirk Session 
Tues 17th May 7.30 pm  Path of Renewal meeting 
Wed 18th May 2 pm  Midweek service in Philip Hall 
Sat 21st – Thurs 26th May General Assembly 
Sun 22nd May 11 am  Communion – Carnoustie 
Thurs 26th – Sun 5th June  Thy Kingdom Come 
Mon 30th May 7.30 pm  Carnoustie Kirk Session 
 
10th to 17th April Holy Week and Easter Services 
Palm Sunday 10th April 7 pm  St Anne’s, Thomas Street 
Monday – Friday Zoom chat 8 am  Carnoustie Baptists 
Monday – Friday Reflections 10.15 am Panbride Church Hall 
Monday – Wed Services 7 pm  Erskine UF Church 
 
Maundy Thursday 14th April  Service of Shadows: 7 pm 
        Newton Panbride Church 
 
Good Friday 15th April    Walk of Witness 11 am  
        From Newton Panbride Church 
 
Reflective Service 7 pm   Carnoustie Church 
 
Easter Day 17th April   Sunrise Service 5.55 am  

  Behind Beach Hall (usual place) 
  Followed by bacon roll 

Morning Service 9.30 am   Barry Parish Church 
Morning Service 11 am   Carnoustie Church 
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Vacuum Sales and Service 
 

As many of you know, I have an interest in vacuum cleaners. Over the 
years I have built up a wee collection and am now in a position to sell 
some of them.  
 
If you are interested in a second-hand vacuum cleaner then, perhaps to 
use for cleaning your car, or so that you can have one upstairs and 
downstairs, then contact myself on the number below.  
 
I am also available to service or repair your existing vacuum cleaner.  

Regards, Ewan Turner - ph. 07368 443986 
 

THE CROSS IN MY POCKET       

I carry a cross in my pocket, a simple reminder to me 
Of the fact that I am a Christian, no matter where I may be. 
This little cross is not magic, nor is it a good luck charm. 

 

It isn’t meant to protect me, from every physical harm. 
It’s not for identification for all the world to see 

It’s simply an understanding between my Saviour and me. 
 

When I put my hand in my pocket, to bring out a coin or a key, 
The cross is there to remind me, of the price that He paid for me. 

It reminds me too to be thankful, for my blessings day by day 
And to strive to serve Him better, in all that I do and say. 

 

So, I carry a cross in my pocket, Reminding no one but me 
That Jesus Christ is Lord of my life 

If only I’ll let Him be.  
K. Landsburgh 
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Projects Home and Abroad 
 
As well as our zoom monthly meetings the Guild members support many 
projects at home and abroad. Before Christmas a donation of £105.00 was 
handed into the Carnoustie Foodbank and congregation members helped 
the Guild to fill three big sacks with Easter eggs, which were gratefully 
received at the Foodbank this week. 
 
ln January a donation of £100.00 was sent to the Bible Society and £50.00 
to help with the work of the Dr Graham’s Homes in India. An 
encouraging letter received last month let us know that the Homes are 
now open with most of the children are back. They have been absent for 
the last two years, due to Covid closing down the homes.  
 
We pray for the children and staff then, as they settle back into their life 
in the hills after two years of disruption and challenge. 
 
A cheque for £312.00 from the sale of angels and a donation from the 
Guild study group was sent to the National Guild project, “Homes for 
Good”. This of course is to help children to have a decent, proper and 
permanent home. A contribution of £50.00 was given to the Church 
Ukraine appeal. 
 
In the last four months our guild has generously donated £617.00 in total. 
This is to help and support these projects. Please remember the Guild in 
your thoughts and prayers as we embark on our latest National Guild 
Project. It is with the Vine Trust, and it is to help, through direct funding, 
the building of more family homes for orphans in Kazunzu Village of 
Hope in Tanzania. This will assist in supporting their self-sufficiency 
ambitions.  

Evelyn Baker,  
guild project partner. 
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The Guild 
 

How good it is to see the sun and be able to enjoy the daffodils and 
crocuses in the garden! 
 
The Project the Guild  are supporting this year is The Vine Trust which 
enables volunteers to help build a community in Tanzania to care for 
children and families. In March we had a speaker from the trust explain 
the amazing work they do. 
 
In April we are having a “Christmas/Easter” lunch in the Station 
Hotel. May 11th brings our minister, hopefully in person, to talk on a 
subject chosen by himself, which is still to be decided. 
 
On the 8th June we will have Linda Oxburgh telling us about her 
voluntary works. 
 
July 6th - weather permitting - we will again enjoy fun and fellowship 
while walking or talking over a coffee. 
 
Remember, you don't have to be a Guild member to enjoy any of these 
events, everyone is welcome! Just let me know if you need any more 
information – give me a phone call. You can reach me on 853911! 

Pru Milne 
 

Retiring offerings for Ukraine 
 

On Sundays 6th, 13th and 20th March retiring collections were taken for 
Tearfund’s Ukraine appeal. I am delighted to be able to say that over the 
three Sundays £900 was raised. This means that, along with the Gift Aid 
claimed, we can send £1,112.50 to Tearfund. Thank you to everyone who 
contributed.  
 
Also, please see enclosed copy of the fund balances for 2021 

Audrey Duncan (treasurer) 
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Fundraising event 
 

Who wants to help raise funds for the church renovations and keep fit at 
the same time?   The annual Kiltwalk is on again this year with a choice 
of venues, routes and distances.   The great thing about this event is folk 
taking part can be sponsored but the better news is that The Hunter 
Foundation gives another 50% on top of what is raised; so e.g. 
sponsorship of £100 is increased to £150.   Imagine a team getting a total 
of £2000 sponsorship and it getting raised to £3000, great, and it would 
help pay for kitchen furnishings.  
 
All we have to do is register for the event we can attend, wear some tartan, 
go for a walk and post some pictures.   I was thinking about doing the 
Dundee event and the Mighty Stride but then thought again and decided 
to go for the Big Stroll instead and look forward to where ever that takes 
me around Dundee.  I am hoping to take my dog Rosie with me but I 
don’t have details of all the routes as yet so will see nearer the time.   
 
I have listed the information I have below, all I need are people who 
would be interested to let me know and we can work together to train and 
encourage others to be generous with their sponsor donations.   Please 
help if you possibly can. 
 
The lengths of walks are:   

 Mighty stride – 25 miles,   
 Big Stroll – 11.3 miles,  
 Wee Wander – 3 – 6 miles 

 
The places and dates are: 

 Glasgow – 24th April 
 Aberdeen – 29th May 
 Dundee – 21st August 
 Edinburgh – 18th September  
 Virtual Kiltwalk – 7th -  9th October 

Looking forward to hearing from lots of you soon. Thanks, Irene 
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Mission Aviation Fellowship 

 

I thought I would share this excerpt from a recent issue of the MAF 
magazine. It puts things into perspective for me every time I get the 
magazine, we are so blessed here and yet take so much for granted. 
 
Indagen is a hidden mountain community in Morobe Province, north-
eastern Papua New Guinea. With no roads, it’s only accessible by air or 
by foot. Decent healthcare is hard to come by. In response, MAF, Braun 
Hospital and Etep Rural Hospital joined forces this month, enabling 
hundreds of people to see a doctor for the first time in years. 
 
Indagen - six hamlets nestled within the peaks of Saruwaged Range - is 
easy-to-miss. On 7 February, MAF’s Glenys Watson lands on Indagen’s 
airstrip carrying eight medical professionals and 25kg of lifesaving 
drugs that can transform lives in an instant. 
 
600 patients in 3 days 
 
For the next three days, Aerial Health Patrol leader Dr Simon Ganal and 
his team, treat and advise around 600 patients. They facilitate much 
needed consultations, surgeries, cancer screenings, vaccinations, 
ultrasound scans, health talks and blood, urine and eyesight tests. Of the 
600 patients, 38 receive surgery and 71 have eye consultations. All 600 
listen to critical medical advice about coronavirus, hygiene, family 
planning and TB. 
 
For the first time in years, hundreds of people within Indagen’s vicinity 
are being treated properly for tumours, osteoarthritis, TB, pelvic 
inflammatory disease, eye problems, respiratory diseases, STDs, reflux, 
hernias, cysts and backache.  
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People are happy to wait all day just for a chance to be seen. It’s heart-
breaking seeing people who’ve walked 5 hours over three mountain 
ranges just to receive basic medical advice and a packet of paracetamol.  
 
A 2 hour wait at Port Moresby Hospital in the city for a Panadol would 
cause a tantrum, but for these people, a 5 hour walk means receiving a 
service. I never imagined severely marginalised people would be so 
accepting of so little, with such a grateful heart. 
 
‘Our mission is to give, but I’ve received more in return - a lesson in 
humility from a forgotten people who appreciate so little and never act 
like victims despite their harsh circumstances.’ 
 
From Samuel Mori, an Aerial Health Patrol medical officer. 
 

Stamps 
 

The Church of Scotland is still collecting stamps. To many of us a stamp 
is just something we pay for in order that we can stick it on an envelope, 
postcard or a parcel. We can send it to anyone in Britain. If we are writing 
to someone further afield we normally take it to the post office. The 
assistant weighs it and then affixes the appropriate value of stamps.  
 
For most of us I imagine that will be the limit of our knowledge of stamps. 
However, there are people who have a much wider interest in those little 
square pieces of gummed paper. For many years Allan Maclaren kept us 
right when we had a question about a certain issue of a stamp. He could 
give us a wee bit of history and tell us about the country it came from. 
 
The Church of Scotland World Mission has for many years been glad to 
have the income generated from old, used stamps. That income goes 
towards a needy cause somewhere in the world. At the moment the money 
raised from these used stamps is going towards supporting pastors in 
Lebanon.  
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In response to the financial collapse in the country, the pastors in Syria 
and Lebanon gave half of their salary to help others. They have 
established a relief programme, as an expression of support to the 
neediest families around their congregations. 
 
Some pastors have left their vocation to take other jobs as they are unable 
to provide for their families. Others are really struggling to make ends 
meet. Pastors are key people supporting the spiritual and institutional life 
and ministry of the Synod and deserve to be supported. 
 
This year the Stamp Project proceeds aim to raise enough funds to support 
a pastor for a full year's salary. So keep cutting those stamps from the 
envelopes and please remember the pastors of Lebanon in your prayers. 

Dougal 
 

 
 

An Irish Blessing 
 

May there always be work  
for your hands to do  

May your purse always hold 
A coin or two 

May the sun always shine 
On your windowpane 

May a rainbow be certain to 
Follow each rain 

May the hand of a friend 
Always be near you 

May God fill your heart 
With gladness to cheer you 

With thanks to Ann Green 
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Is the Church still valid in 2022? 
 

The Church of Scotland is much more than 11am on a Sunday morning. 
Many people don’t realise that our church is involved in much more than 
services of worship. For instance, the church seeks to bring a bit of 
righteous behaviour amongst our MPs and MSPs.  
 
Sometimes we are under the impression that our parliamentarians could 
do with a bit more listening and less trying to shout down others. There 
are occasions when we think that they are just somewhat over the top. We 
feel that humility is, on occasion, just a wee bit lacking. 

Nevertheless, the church is at work amongst those who rule over us. The 
Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office (SCPO) works to build good 
relations between Scottish Churches, the Scottish and UK Parliaments 
and the Scottish and UK Governments. 

They are in an ecumenical partnership which aims to reflect the essential 
characteristic of the Churches' common life and work, as well as being a 
more effective way to relate to decision-makers collaboratively. 

Their work underlines: 

 The Churches' commitment to the common good 
 

 The role of churches and congregations in communities 
 

 The Churches' multiple roles, as a prophetic voice, as a candid 
friend, and as a promoter of respectful dialogue and informed 
debate on national political issues 

 
 To provide prayer and pastoral support for Parliamentarians 

 
The Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office exists to share news of 
parliamentary and political developments in a timely manner to the right 
people in the Churches. 
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Prior to devolution in 1999, Churches in Scotland played an important 
role in the discussions around constitutional reform. When the Scotland 
Act 1998 declared, “There shall be a Scottish Parliament,” it marked the 
beginning of a new era in Scottish politics and the Churches wanted to 
continue their commitment to the common good in the public square. 

At the moment, the Church is consulting with the Scottish Government 
on proposals to reform the country's adult social care system. 

In the wake of COVID-19, Health and Social Care Secretary Humza 
Yousaf is leading plans to reform Scotland's adult social care system and 
set up a National Care Service. The Church, which has played a 
significant role in social care for the past 150 years, is consulting with 
MSPs on the proposals. These have been informed by a wide-
ranging Independent Review of Adult Social Care. 

More than 200,000 adults receive support from an estimated 700,000 
unpaid carers and 200,000 people employed across all aspects of social 
care. Many social care workers report not feeling valued in relation to the 
work they do: experienced care workers can earn less than entry-level 
retail workers. 

The Church is urging the Scottish Government to introduce policies and 
spending priorities which will result in a better managed and resourced 
social care system. Such a system could become a dynamic force for a 
Just and Green Recovery, making Scotland a fairer, more empathetic and 
enabling society that empowers the cared for and carers to help make their 
communities flourish and live life in all its fullness. 
 
May the Lord bless them, as they seek to bring about peaceful discussion 
in an atmosphere of mistrust between opposing parties. And may they 
bring some humour into hot-blooded debate! 
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 MacDOUGALL 

NEWSAGENTS & STATIONERS 

Greeting Cards a Speciality 

100 High Street 

Carnoustie 

Tel 853170 

M Blacksmith 

W     & 

        T   Fabricator 

Domestic & Commercial 
Steelwork 

General Fabrication 
Structural Steelwork 

 

Replace, Repair, Refurbish 
Gates, Railings, Handrails 

Staircases, balconies 
Ornamental planters 

No job too small 
  

Call - Mike Turner 
01241858946 

Mobile    07835253156 
 

 
1-3 Park Avenue, Carnoustie D.I.Y, 

SHOP 
 

Phone 01241 853659 
Hardware, D.I.Y. 

And much, much more – 
 

PAINTS, VARNISHES, 
DECORATING, TOOL, LIGHTS, 

KITCHENWARE, 
HABERDASHERY, 

CRAFTS 
ELECTRICS & PLUMBING 

 
fobel.carnoustie@hotmail.co.uk 

 
TRYFOBELFIRST! 
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Rev Michael S Goss, 
44 Terrace Road, 

Carnoustie, DD7 7AR. 
Tel: 01241 410194     Mobile: 07787 141567 

e-mail: MGoss@churchofscotland.org.uk 
church website: https://www.carnoustiechurch.org.uk 

(Find us on Facebook also) 
 
 

SESSION CLERK 
Mrs Irene Hoar 859405 

 
 

DEPUTY SESSION CLERK 
Mrs Prudence Milne 853911 

 
 

TREASURER 
Audrey Duncan 853721 

 
 

ROLL KEEPER 
Mrs Kirsten Reid 01382520519 
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PROPERTY CONVENER 

Mrs Irene Hoar 859405 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR 
Mrs Evelyn Baker 410832 

 
 

YOUTH GROUP CO-ORDINATOR 
(to be filled) 

 
FLOWERS CONVENER 

Mrs Sandra Penman 852204 
 

GUILD SECRETARY 
Mrs Prudence Milne 853911 

 
CONTACT EDITOR  

Dougal Edwards  
852666  Mob 07758370617 

e-mail: dougal.edwards@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
 


