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From the Minister’s Desk 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.” 

Jeremiah 1: 11 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
There’s a real spring in our steps now, and not just with the green leaves 
on the trees!  Masks are rarely used, meetings and services have returned, 
and there is a feeling that we are closer to being ‘back to normal’.  Of 
course, there are still concerns around, and we do need to keep taking 
care, but there is a new mood in the country. 
 
I felt this started with the Easter services, and the opportunity to worship 
with Christians from different traditions in various town churches, and on 
the Walk of Witness and Sunrise Service at the beach.  The opportunity 
to do things together gave a real sense of joy and hope. 
 
But the journey out of the pandemic is still likely to be a long one.  Some 
friends and colleagues have only recently tested positive, though mostly 
with mild symptoms, and that has reminded us of the need to be vigilant. 
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Meanwhile, the life of the Church continues.  We look forward to 
welcoming a new student, Jillian Storrie, to our services in Barry and 
Carnoustie on the 18th July, just for a short five-week stint, but full time 
so with plenty to do.  Pray for Jillian as she continues her journey towards 
Ministry in the Church of Scotland. 
 
This is a denomination with a lot of change on the go.  The General 
Assembly has approved the formation of four new large Presbyteries, 
including our own place as part of a new Presbytery of Perth, stretching 
from Montrose to the banks of Loch Lomond, and including Stirling, 
Perth, Pitlochry, Dundee and Brechin. 
 
With these changes are others that will impact the life of our own 
congregations, as conversations continue towards a new relationship with 
Carnoustie: Panbride, Monifieth, and Monikie, Newbigging, Murroes & 
Tealing.  This will probably include shared ministry across this wider 
area, including 3.5 full-time equivalent Ministries.  Although the details 
are still being worked out, we have been told that the final plans for the 
whole of Angus will be brought to Presbytery at the start of September. 
 
Jeremiah spoke to the people of God at a time of great crisis, with 
invasion and exile in front of them; it was then that the promise was given 
that God’s plans were sure and good.  So too in our own time of crisis we 
place our trust in the God who has sure and good plans for His Church in 
all that lies ahead. 
 
Yours in the Grace and Peace of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Mike Goss. 
 

Prayer Focus 
 
We offer these thoughts to add to your own prayers:  
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1. New Presbyteries – Pray for the new Presbyteries agreed at the 
General Assembly, with substantial changes to the regional structures of 
the Church of Scotland over the rest of 2022.  We will be part of a much 
larger Perth Presbytery from January 2023. 
 
2. Summer Services – Looking forward to joint services in the school 
holidays, and with Jillian joining us in July for training, pray for fresh 
opportunities for worship and mission over the next few months. 
 
3. North Korea – Pray for this oppressed country under dictatorship as 
famine and Covid threaten the lives of millions. 
 

Congregational Register 

Funerals 

“Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me 
shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

May 17 Rev Eric Milton * 

 19 Mrs Doreen Orr * 

 

Rev Eric Milton 

Eric joined Carnoustie Church when he retired from Barthol Chapel l/w 
Chapel of Garioch in 1995 and he and Sheila moved to Bruce Court.  
They were faithful members of the congregation for the rest of their lives, 
and for a while Eric helped with Pulpit Supply in both Barry and 
Carnoustie, while Sheila played for some evening services. 
 
They gradually stepped back as the years took their toll, but many would 
remember the warm smiles that both gave when they shared in our 
worship.  They moved into Braehill Lodge at the start of the pandemic, 
and received great care and attention there, though like many were 
increasingly isolated from neighbours and their church family. 
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Sadly, Sheila died last autumn, and then Eric slipped away peacefully on 
the 5th of May, being cared for in Arbroath Infirmary, with his daughter 
Claire and son-in-law Douglas at his side.  Now they are at peace with 
their Lord and Saviour. 
 
Coming Up 

Prayer Meetings Mondays 10 - 11 am in Manse or via Zoom link 

Thurs 26th May – Sun 6th June  “Thy Kingdom Come” 

Mon 30th May 7.30 pm  Carnoustie Kirk Session 

Tues 31st May 7.30 pm  Path of Renewal meeting  

Wed 1st June 2 pm  Midweek service in Philip Hall 

Sun 5th June 11 am  Jubilee and Pentecost Service 

Wed 8th June 10 am  Worship Leaders in Manse 

Wed 15th June 7.30 pm  Church Life & Worship Team 

Mon 27th June 7.30 pm  Carnoustie Kirk Session 

Wed 29th June 2 pm  Midweek service in Philip Hall 

Fri 1st – Fri 15th July  Minister’s Holiday 

Sun 3rd, 10th, 17th July 10am Joint services in Barry Parish Church 

Sun 17th July 10 am  The Lord’s Supper in Barry Parish Church 

Sun 24th, 31st July, 7th Aug  10am Joint services - Carnoustie Church 

Wed 3rd Aug 2 pm  Midweek service in Philip Hall 

Mon 8th Aug 7 pm  Barry Kirk Session 

Mon 15th Aug 7.30 pm  Mission & Outreach Team in Philip Hall 

Sun 28th Aug 11 am  The Lord’s Supper in Carnoustie 

Mon 29th Aug 7.30 pm  Carnoustie Kirk Session 

Sat 3rd Sep 10 am   Presbytery Mission Plan meeting 

Fri 9th Sep 7 pm   Ukes Concert at Barry Parish Church 

Sun 25th Sep 9.30 am  Harvest Thanksgiving in Barry 

Sun 25th Sep 11 am  Harvest Thanksgiving in Carnoustie 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Willowbank Care Home held very special birthday celebrations in May 
for two of our members. First of all, Jean Mathieson celebrated the grand 
age of 102 and the following week Eva Kyle received her card from the 
Queen on reaching 100. 
 
They were in great spirits and loved the flowers sent to them by our 
congregation to mark their special day. It was a privilege to share 
memories with them, as Jean talked about her love of music and a strict 
mother making her practice her piano from a very early age!  
 
Eva loves music too. As I was leaving, she said that it made her happy 
and she added, “I like to be happy!” Please remember our members in 
Willowbank and Braehill Lodge in your thoughts and prayers.  

Evelyn Baker 
 

News from CrossReach 
 

This month, instead of the usual paper newsletter, CrossReach sent me an 
e-mail with a link to view the CrossReach Impact report 2021-2022. To 
see it all use –  

https://crossreach.us16.list-manage.com/track/click 

 

The report opens with their great delight and gratitude that their services 
were able to continue throughout the second year of pandemic challenges, 
due to the support and resolve of all folk involved. And you know, 
CrossReach has been doing such work for 150 years! With employees, 
volunteers and loyal supporters working alongside their supported 
people. 
 
Then follows many pages of pictures, stories and statements which show 
the hope and love that pervade all 67 of the services. The CEO Viv 
Dickenson writes, “Love lies at the heart of all of our services and helps 
create the “family feel” in which staff and supported people can thrive”. 
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A cute cartoon puppy called “Buddy” is the Polmont Prison Visitor Centre 
Mascot and he’s been making “paw prints” throughout the Impact Report 
to highlight especially interesting items.  
 
Here’s just some of those.  Live music and dance is back, bringing health 
benefits to those living with dementia.  There’s noticeable improvements 
to people who have spent time at Morven Centre mental health service. 
Counselling services are saving lives. Children and young people’s 
service have planted trees. Daisy Chain early years project has been 
offering indoor and outdoor sessions, thus successfully support the 
wellbeing of this age group.    
 
Services we have known about for years are still prioritised too, those for 
addicts, for families, for the elderly, the aim being to provide each 
individual with the help they need to reach the best quality of life possible. 
CrossReach are looking to recruit care workers, and do treat each 
employee with respect.  
 
They honour many annually with awards but all are thanked. Income and 
expenditure are nicely displayed but of course they could use more 
income.  £45million turned over that year. One other statistic - would you 
believe that nearly 30,000 children have a parent in prison? 
 
There is an advertisement for the CrossReach shop and information about 
the imminent fundraiser, “The Kilt Walk.” Last year’s Kilt Walk was done 
virtually and raised £7500.   This year there is a choice of venue as well 
as a virtual one. 
 
Glasgow on 24th April is past.  Aberdeen on 29th May past too.  Dundee 
on 21st August and Edinburgh on 18th September.  Then the virtual one 
between 7th and 9th October.   Check on the CrossReach website for details 
of signing up and possible sponsor sheets. I think CrossReach is living 
up to the Reach in their name, so ask you to remember all those involved 
in your prayers.    Thank you,  

Sandra Dow 
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Kiltwalk 
 

In the last Contact, I said I was hoping to take part in the Dundee Kiltwalk 
this year to raise funds for the church building project. My plan to do the 
Big Stroll of 11–13 miles has had to be changed to the Wee Wander of 3–
6 miles. I have discovered while building up my walking distances that 
although my spirit is willing, my knees and ankles are not up to the task!!    
 
I have managed to get Carnoustie Church of Scotland registered as an 
accepted charity with Kiltwalk so anyone can apply to take part and help 
to raise funds for the church and it would be great to have some company.   
There is a JustGiving page set up in my name, I will set it up on my 
Facebook page as well and I also have a printed sponsor form. Every 
donation given will be increased by 50% by the Hunter Foundation so 
please help in any way you can. 
 
The Dundee event is on Sunday 21st August starting at noon with the route 
still to be determined but around the city somewhere. Please donate if you 
can and I look forward to reaching my target of £1000 with your help. 
Thanks.  

Irene 
 

The Guild 
 

We held our first in-person meeting in the Philip Hall on Wednesday May 
11th with 12 members in attendance. Our speaker was Rev Mike Goss 
who gave us an insight into his journey from young boy to his life now 
as Parish minister for Barry linked with Carnoustie. We enjoyed an 
amazing and interesting talk and so good to actually see folks “In the 
flesh!!” 
 
Our next meeting will be on June 8th in the Philip Hall at 7.30pm. The 
speaker on this occasion is to be Linda Oxburgh who will tell us of the 
work she has done with Persecuted Christians. 
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Thereafter, weather permitting, on July 6th we will meet again at 
Madison's cafe for coffee and a chat, followed by a walk for those 
energetic ones amongst us. 
 
On August 9th, 13 members head off to Pitlochry Theatre to see 
“Sunshine on Leith”. Thanks to Rhona who, once again, will be our 
driver! Thanks to all our members who have journeyed through the 
Pandemic with us, meeting on Zoom for many months, and are now 
rewarded by again being able to meet in person! What a resilient lot we 
are!! 
 
All meetings are open to anyone who would like to join us. You can be 
assured of a warm welcome- you even get a cup of tea and a biscuit at 
the end - what more could you ask for!! 

Pru Milne 
 

Acorn 
 

I have been taking part in, and very much enjoying the fellowship of, a 
regular ACORN group and feel that it is an important mission 
programme.   The article below is taken from one that Paul Haringman 
recently sent to me and describes everything very well. 
 
The lady seemed overly surprised and beyond happy that someone had 
come to her door. Our friend had arrived, with flowers. The lady said 
“Thank you so much for remembering me, on my birthday”, and shared 
that no one else had come to see her. Our friend had no idea it was her 
birthday.  But God did.  
 
When our friend had asked God earlier that day, whom He wanted her to 
be in touch with, it is no surprise that He pointed this lady out. What a 
day they both had! There was no coincidence here; our friend is trying a 
practice called Acorn. 
 
Acorn is a movement that seeks to connect Christians with the work God 
is doing in others through caring conversation. Acorn does this through 
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missional discipleship, by involving some Christian friends and sending 
them out to try the acronym A-C-O-R-N; 
 
Ask – ‘Lord, is there anyone beyond the church You want me to connect 
with today?’ When God - 
Calls and reveals a person for us to get alongside, we simply - 
Obey - and follow through by contacting them in any way appropriate. 
We then just ask the person “How are you?” God is already there, with 
the other. Our job is to find out what God is doing and join God in that 
conversation. God then reveals deeper hurts, desires and opening for the 
Gospel. Christians then frequently gather to disciple and encourage each 
other by - 
Reporting what God has been doing in and through them, and by -
Noticing together what God is up to and doing in the other person. 
 
Christians are then encouraged to mentor other Christian friends in this 
way of life. Michael Harvey, initiator of ‘Back to Church Sunday’, has 
developed this practice and many Christian lives are being changed and 
invigorated, instigating well over 12,000 God conversations in Scotland 
in 2021. Acorn is helping them in their lives, to put God in charge, to put 
mission first, to be faithful and fruitful. 
 
An elder saw a webinar and was so impressed with the positivity and 
passion, she wanted to try it too. A year later, she has become more 
confident in herself, more convicted in her faith and more committed to 
Jesus and His mission. She has started a group and is telling others. 
People in her church are starting to see the change in her. 
 
Paul Haringman, Mission development worker in Inverness shares: 
“Honestly, in 17 years of missional work in the Church of Scotland I have 
not seen anything as effective and powerful as Acorn. It has transformed 
me. I cannot wait to see churches starting to adopt this practice at large.” 
 
The group I meet with every other Friday morning is something I look 
forward to.   The stories and sharing is wonderful. If you are interested in 
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finding out more, I can send you the full article or just get in touch with 
me for more details.  Come and join in the ACORN movement. 

Irene 
 

Building Project 
 

You will be happy to hear that the planned work on the West Aisle Roof 
has now passed through all the red tape hoops that have been holding it 
up and the builder should manage to fit the roof repairs into his busy 
schedule by the end of the summer. We have also been going over the 
plans for the internal work and those finalised plans are being prepared 
by our architect ready to submit to presbytery and the General Trustees 
for approval. 
 
The sale of the Philip Hall is still pending.   We are waiting the results of 
hopefully the final bat survey undertaken late May, early June before 
planning permission can be given. Everything seems to have taken 
forever to get done with one step forward and two back at each turn but I 
hope and pray that I can see some progress now.  
 
With all the changes happening in the Church of Scotland, we are a very 
small cog in a large wheel but be assured the project group keeps working 
away in the background and will continue to do so until we can reach our 
target of a warm and well equipped church building. 
 

Recycling 
 
We all do our part to recycle as much as we can as well as trying to stop 
buying unnecessary packaging but there are still some items that just do 
not fit into any colour bin.  Our prescription tablets come in strips of 
plastic, as does other over the counter medicines, and they cannot go in 
our green bins. However, we now collect bags of those empty strips and 
take them away to be recycled in Dundee.    
 
Terracycle takes them and they are re-purposed to make all sorts of useful 
items as listed below so please continue to bring them along to church on 
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a Sunday morning. Every small effort helps towards saving the planet 
God has given to us. 

 Outdoor furniture/decking 
 Shipping pallets 
 Watering cans 
 Storage containers/bins 
 Tubes for construction firms 
 Flooring tiles 
 Playground surface covers 
 Athletic fields 

Pru Milne 
 
 

The FUN Group. 
 
The FUN Group has come out of Covid lockdown and are planning 
various things this year. The members are Jennifer Craib, Allison 
Edwards, Rhona Goss, Margaret Murphy, Trish Pattullo, Pauline 
Robertson, Pat Thornton and Susan Turner. 
 
On Jubilee Sunday the FUN Group will be handing out Jubilee cupcakes 
after the joint service with Barry. Please come along and join us. 
 
In early/mid-August we are holding a putting competition with a 
difference as we will be booking the Crazy Golf at the Leisure Centre 
followed by a BBQ in the manse garden.  Please let any of the FUN Group 
know if you are interested in joining us.    
 
Do you know who has the Putting trophies?  If so, can you please let them 
know that we need them back and that they can give them to any member 
of the group. We are going to approach organisations in the town asking 
them to take part in a concert in September. We will be pleased to hear 
your ideas and suggestions for things you might like us to organise. 

Pat Thornton 
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National Churches Trust 
 

Sandy Thornton received an email from the National Churches Trust, 
regarding the Queen’s involvement in support of Churches throughout 
this nation. The Trust inform us that they are issuing a special Jubilee 
Proclamation to thank HM The Queen “for her continued and 
unstinting support of churches, chapels and meeting houses by her 
patronage of the National Churches Trust”. The Trust will be placing 
this proclamation in a number of national and specialist publications, and 
hope that churches across all four nations will feel able to join them in 
celebrating. 
 
The National Churches Trust web-site goes on to say, “Churches are a 
vital and much loved part of our history and heritage and we can't let them 
fall into neglect and disuse. Our debate about their future is helping make 
sure churches stay open and in use.” We pray that they will continue their 
good work, and that they will continue to know the patronage of HM The 
Queen. 
 

Bible Society in Ukraine 

The Bible Society in Ukraine brings both Scripture and aid to refugees. 
“The situation is very tense,” say the team in Ukraine, as the war in 
Ukraine reaches its fifteenth day. “Our teams are trying to serve as much 
as they can,” said a spokesman for the Ukraine Bible Society. “While 
Kherson is still under Russian control, things in Kharkiv have started to 
improve very slightly. People are carefully going out. More humanitarian 
aid is coming, although access is still very limited, so there are still 
significant needs, especially in hospitals.” 
 
He added, “The Kyiv team has been working tirelessly to help churches 
and people, helping with evacuation from the town of Irpin, bringing food 
and other aid, along with the Bibles. The city is being regularly bombed 
and our intelligence warns that the enemy is preparing another attempt to 
seize the city. In Lviv near the Polish border, more and more people are 



13 
 

arriving so our team are very busy with supporting volunteers in practical 
needs and also providing Bibles.” 
 
All of us would certainly love to be able to do more towards bringing this 
terrible situation to a close. Yet we do all we can just now. Our prayers 
are vitally important and very comforting to those beleaguered folk in that 
land. Although services of worship in that country are different in many 
ways from what we know, it is the same risen Lord that we all worship. 
Let us not forget our Christian brothers and sisters in that terrible place.  
 
The Bible Society spokesperson ended his report by simply saying, 
“Thanks for your prayers and efforts.”  
 

The End!! 
 

At the close of life, the question is – 
 
Not how much you have got 

But how much you have given 
Not how much you have won 

But how much you have done 
Not how much you have saved 

But how much you have sacrificed 
Not how much you were honoured 

But how much you have loved and served 
Anon 

 
 
As we tentatively venture once again on holiday this year, we think of the 
words of the psalmist, “The Lord will keep you from all harm. He will 
watch over your life; the Lord will watch over your coming and going, 
both now and forevermore”. (Psalm 121:7-8) 
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 MacDOUGALL 

NEWSAGENTS & STATIONERS 

Greeting Cards a Speciality 

100 High Street 

Carnoustie 

Tel 853170 

M Blacksmith 

W     & 

        T   Fabricator 

Domestic & Commercial 
Steelwork 

General Fabrication 
Structural Steelwork 

 

Replace, Repair, Refurbish 
Gates, Railings, Handrails 

Staircases, balconies 
Ornamental planters 

No job too small 
  

Call - Mike Turner 
01241858946 

Mobile    07835253156 
 

 
1-3 Park Avenue, Carnoustie D.I.Y, 

SHOP 
 

Phone 01241 853659 
Hardware, D.I.Y. 

And much, much more – 
 

PAINTS, VARNISHES, 
DECORATING, TOOL, LIGHTS, 

KITCHENWARE, 
HABERDASHERY, 

CRAFTS 
ELECTRICS & PLUMBING 

 
fobel.carnoustie@hotmail.co.uk 

 
TRYFOBELFIRST! 
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Rev Michael S Goss, 
44 Terrace Road, 

Carnoustie, DD7 7AR. 
Tel: 01241 410194     Mobile: 07787 141567 

e-mail: MGoss@churchofscotland.org.uk 
church website: https://www.carnoustiechurch.org.uk 

(Find us on Facebook also) 
 
 

SESSION CLERK 
Mrs Irene Hoar 859405 

 
 

DEPUTY SESSION CLERK 
Mrs Prudence Milne 853911 

 
 

TREASURER 
Audrey Duncan 853721 

 
 

ROLL KEEPER 
Mrs Kirsten Reid 01382520519 
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PROPERTY CONVENER 

Mrs Irene Hoar 859405 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR 
Mrs Evelyn Baker 410832 

 
 

YOUTH GROUP CO-ORDINATOR 
(to be filled) 

 
FLOWERS CONVENER 

Mrs Sandra Penman 852204 
 

GUILD SECRETARY 
Mrs Prudence Milne 853911 

 
CONTACT EDITOR  

Dougal Edwards  
852666  Mob 07758370617 

e-mail: dougal.edwards@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
 


